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The Dutch are 'the envy of some, the fear of others, and the wonder of all their neighbours'. So

wrote the English ambassador to the Dutch Republic, Sir William Temple, in 1673. Maarten

Prak offers a lively and innovative history of the Dutch Golden Age, charting its political, social,

economic and cultural history through chapters that range from the introduction of the tulip to

the experiences of immigrants and Jews in Dutch society, the paintings of Vermeer and

Rembrandt, and the ideas of Spinoza. He places the Dutch 'miracle' in a European context,

examining the Golden Age both as the product of its own past and as the harbinger of a more

modern, industrialised and enlightened society. A fascinating and accessible study, this 2005

book will prove invaluable reading to anyone interested in Dutch history.

Book DescriptionThis 2005 book charts the political, social, economic and cultural history of

the Dutch Golden Age. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.Review“In this first-rate narrative history of the Dutch Republic, Park (Utrecht Univ.) does a

brilliant job of blending political, social economic, and cultural history into a clear and

interesting synthesis. Essential. All collections in early modern Europe, early modern

capitalism, or the history of national formation.”-Choice"Maarten Prak gives a remarkable

overview of this indubitably fascinating period. His book can serve both as an introduction for

the less informed reader and a complementary study for the highly specialized scholar."-H-

HRE, Violet Soen, Department of Early Modern History, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven"Prak's

book is an excellent starting point for a study of the Dutch Golden Age. We should all be glad

for its arrival. Renaissance scholars, art historians, curious nonspecialists, teachers, and

students alike can be thankful to Diane Webb and Cambridge for offering us Prak's enjoyable,

inexpensive, and eminently practical 'overview with a particular slant.'" --Renaissance

Quarterly"[The book] is a wonderfully readable account of the history of the Dutch Republic in

the seventeenth century that one feels was intended for a non-specialist audience, even one

that has a limited reading knowledge of Dutch."History of Intellectual Culture, Andrew Fix,

Lafayette CollegeAbout the AuthorMaarten Prak is Professor of Social and Economic History at

Utrecht University. He is the author and editor of a number of books, including Early Modern

Capitalism (2000).Diane Webb is a translator specialising in the fields of history and art.Book

DescriptionMaarten Prak charts the political, social, economic and cultural history of the Dutch

Golden Age through chapters that range from the introduction of the tulip to the paintings of

Rembrandt, and the ideas of Spinoza. He sets the Dutch experience within a European context

and examines the extent to which the Golden Age was a product of its own past or the

harbinger of the more modern, industrialised and enlightened society of the future. A

fascinating study, this book will prove invaluable reading to anyone interested in Dutch

history.Read more
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the dutch republic in the seventeenth century, the golden age of the dutch republic in the

seventeenth century witnessed, maarten prak the dutch republic in the seventeenth century,

the dutch republic in the seventeenth century was noted for its, who held the political power in

the dutch republic in the seventeenth century, in the seventeenth century the dutch republic

was predominantly, political system of the dutch republic in seventeenth century, in the

seventeenth century the prominence of the dutch republic as a great power, holland and the

dutch republic in the seventeenth century the politics of particularism, who had voting rights in

the dutch republic during the seventeenth century, in the dutch republic in the 17th century,

what made the seventeenth century a golden age of commerce for the dutch, in the dutch

republic in the 17th century quizlet, the golden age of the dutch republic, the emergence of

tolerance in the dutch republic, the dutch republic 17th century, the princes of orange the

stadholders in the dutch republic, who held the power in the dutch republic, the dutch republic

and the american revolution, identify the characteristics of the dutch republic, was the dutch

republic catholic or protestant, when was the dutch republic formed, the dutch republic grew

into which country, what was the main interest of the dutch in the caribbean in the 17th century,

in the dutch republic in switzerland
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Steven Wendell, “Very comprehensive and well written. A great read for history lovers.. I found

this to be a very enjoyable and highly informative read. I've always had a curiosity about how

such a small country could make such a well know impact on the world. This book has

definitely answered many of the questions I had about the Dutch.Here were some of the most

interesting topics and facts for me, the book of course goes into much better detail on all of

this...They were a first rate superpower in their own right, on par with England, France and

Spain but only a fraction of their size. I see the modern urbanized and economic world has very

much to thank the Dutch for. The were the first modern economy even before the Industrial

Revolution. Their canal network was very impressive and highly complex spanning over 600

km and connecting over 30 cities which is extraordinary to me given most of it was done as

public works and mainly to just support their own internal trade and population movement.

Some of the great philosophers and naturalists of the 17th century also hailed from the

Republic at this time.When buying the book I thought it was going to be more like a college

textbook, but it was written more like an engrossing lecture on many different topics and

aspects of the Dutch Golden Age.Also excellent sources were given in the Afterwards for

further reading of anything caught your particular interest.I recommend this book to all history

fans or anyone interested in learning more about the Dutch or even someone who may be



planing a visit to the Netherlands.”

Shawn Landden, “Dense in information.. Dense and information, and organized by topic.

Typically of a comprehensive history originally written in the local language, it sticks to facts,

and does not overload with rhetoric, thinly supported theories about the past, or patriotism.

Well done.”

Charles Hughes, “book is in great shape. Personal reading.Great stuff.”

Peter S., “Excellent overview of a remarkable country's Golden Age in the .... Excellent

overview of a remarkable country's Golden Age in the 17rh Cenbtury and of the various factors

that shaped this facinating slice of its history”

HistoryFan, “Cracking introduction to the Dutch Republic. It can be somewhat difficult to find a

good introduction to the golden age of the Dutch Republic despite the fact it is such a famous

period. Other books like Jonathan Israel's and Simon Schama's are much larger and a bit

daunting for a beginning on this period - so Prak's study brilliantly fills a gap. It covers all the

essential points from society and economics to art and politics opening the readers eyes to a

tiny state that competed on a world stage. It's a fascinating story and extremely well

recommended!”

The book by Henry James has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 17 people have provided feedback.
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